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I’ve  heard  it  said,  and  I  believe  it’s  true,  that  when  you  unpack  the  various  crises  challenging                  
Southern  California  and  the  United  States  it  is  neither  the  pandemic  nor  the  economic  downturn,                
or   even   the   open   civil   violence,   that   stand   out   as   the   great   horror.  
 
The  really  horrifying  thing  is  how  quickly  these  crises  proceeded  to  undermine  local,  state,  and                
national  infrastructure.  Education,  travel,  leisure,  even  the  simple  act  of  buying  food,  are  being               
irrevocably  transformed  into  something,  seen  pre-crisis,  that  comes  like  a  dystopian  novel.  This              
is   the   context   in   which   I   and   our   party   is   attempting   to   advocate   for   the   American   voter.  
 
I   ask   you   to   consider   one   thing   above   everything   else:   the   world   now   is   not   normal.   
 
Looking  around  we  see  the  same  neighborhoods,  roads,  markets  and  faces  we  saw  last  year.                
The  sun  goes  up  in  the  east,  goes  down  in  the  west,  and  cola  still  tastes  sweet.  But,  my  friends,                     
if  we  look  past  the  superficial  exterior  of  things  we  see  a  radically  altered  landscape.  The  world                  
is  more  fractured,  more  prone  to  random  dangers,  and  defined  more  by  shouts  than  dialogue.  To                 
put  it  another  way--the  world  changed  so  quickly  that  the  facts  of  our  realities  are  still  adjusting                  
to   the   difference.    
 
As   a   result,   these   are   not   elections   as   normal.   This   is   not   politics   as   normal.  
 
Without  exception all  candidates  currently  running  for  a  position  on  the  water  agency  board,               
every  incumbent  sitting  now  already  elected  to  the  board,  are  top  notch  public  servants  and,  I                 
am   sure,   excellent   individuals.   
 
Yet  they  do  possess  one  combined  and  incalculably  dangerous  flaw:  they  are  not  living  in  the                 
world   of   the   now,   at   least,   they   are   not   running   an   election   in   the   world   of   the   now.   
 
Yes,  conservation  of  resources  is  important  and  yes,  of  course,  ecological  sensitivity  is              
inherently  a  good  practice.  That  said,  common  sense  dictates  that  a  time  of  national  emergency                
and  severe  duress is  most  certainly  not  the  time to focus  or  even  enlarge  such  efforts,  much                  
less  at  a  direct  cost  to  systems  of  redundancy  and  guaranteed  water  procurement.  With  that  in                 
mind,  I  propose  to  the  electorate  my  position  as  a  candidate  is  summed  up  with  the  following                  
two   fundamentals.   



 
First  Position: The  Mojave  Water  Agency  exists  (or  ought  to  exist)  solely  to  serve  the                
citizens-taxpayers   who   reside   and   labor   within   its   boundaries.  
 
Period.   Full   stop.  
 
Second   Position :   As   important   as   finding   new   sources   of   water   and   more   efficient   sources   of  
water   transport   is   creating   systems   of   redundancy   and   protection   that   will   protect   our   water  
supply   from   natural   or   man-made   damage.   
 
As   your   district   representative   and   as   a   member   of   the   board,   the   voters   will   have   my   solemn  
pledge   that   my   first   concern   will   remain   ensuring   access   to   clean   water   at   a   low   price;   access  
that   may   be   relied   upon.   
  
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

   MICHAEL   RICOTTA  


